Fatal liver failure in haemophiliacs with HIV-induced immunodeficiency: observation of six patients.
We observed six cases of haemophiliacs with HIV-induced immunodeficiency who died from fatal liver failure despite the absence of evident cirrhosis. They all had the infection with hepatitis viruses (two patients with hepatitis B and D viruses and four patients with hepatitis C virus) and their CD4 counts were severely decreased. They were much younger than cirrhotic haemophiliacs without HIV. Their serum levels of hyaluronic acid and type IV collagen were lower than those in haemophiliacs with cirrhosis, and were normal. No patients had experienced symptoms or concomitant diseases characteristic of cirrhosis, such as ascites, jaundice, oesophageal/gastric varices or hepatocellular carcinoma, except for one case who had a history of mild ascites. The characteristics of this liver failure were different from liver failure resulting from cirrhosis caused by chronic hepatitis, which suggests liver failure that is specific to patients with immunodeficiency. This kind of liver failure can be a factor threatening survival in patients with HIV infection and with hepatitis virus co-infection in an immunodeficient state.